MEETING OF EMBO COUNCIL AT GENEVA ON 2 FEBRUARY, 1964

Finutes

Those present included all Council members except Professor
Butenandt and Liquori, who had sent apologies for absence. Prof.
V. Weisskopf and Dr. Hine were present as observers during part
of the meeting. Dr. Perutz was in the chair.

L1 Blection of members

140 individuzls working in molecular biclogy or reclsted
fields were elected as members. The geographical distribution
of membership was as follows: Austris 1, Belgium 7, Denmark 8,
Finland 1, France 26, Germany 23, Great Britain 28, Holland 1,
Israel 11, Italy 11, Norway 2, Sweden 13, Switzerland 8. (A
list of those who have accepted our invitation to become members
will be forwarded to Council.)

2. Associate members

It was decided that molecular biologists who do not work
in Western Europe or Israel could be elected as associate
members without voting rights. After some discussion election
0of such members was postponed to a later date.

3 Constitution

The Chairman circulated a draft constitution drawn up by
Drs. Wymsn, Kendrew and himself. Council expressed general
approval of the principles expressed therein, but directed that
the document should be redrafted so that only the general aims
of ZNBO appear in the constitution itself, and details such as
voting procedures be relegated to a set of bye-laws. Professor
Iiselius asked that article 2 or 3 should include among the
aims "promotion of inter-European collaboration in essential
Tields". Professor Brachet suggested that article 3 should
refer to "advanced training of post-doctoral students".

Drs. Kendrew and Wymsn were asked to redraft the constitu~
tion and to d&raft the bye-laws, and Prof. Kellenberger under-
took to see whether their draft would serve as s basis for
legal registration of IMBO at Geneva (however, sce note attached
to these minutes).

4, Relations with other Organizations

4.1 CERN Prof. Weisskopf reported a widespread desire to
widen the scientific basis of CERN and said that there was
enthusiasm among his scientific staff for an association with
molecular biology. However, he strossed that any supplementery
programme outside high energy physics would require an amend-
ment to the CERN convention. The initiative for this would
have to come from the biological community in Europe, who would
have to convince the supporters of CERN of the desirability of
enlarging its scope.

On constitutional grounds it would -probably not be possible
to set up a biological laboratory as part of CERN. On the other
hand a close association between CLRB and CERN would have many
intangible advantages, though probably no financizal ones.

It was decided that members of EiBO Council should approach
- members of the Scientific Cogncil of CZEN of their resvective
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4.2 International Biologicsl Programme on Nature
Conservancy

Professor Tiselius drew Council's attention to this
programme and asked us 1o explain to our Governments that
there was no overlap between what was. essentially applied
biology and our more rundamental approzch. There was to be a
meeting on Nature Conservancy in Strasbourg in June, 1964.

4.3 WHO Council expressed the fear that the establishment
of CERB within the WHO schems would involve certain dangers, such
as political pressures interfering with the appointment of
scientific staff and lack of understanding for a purely biolo-
gical research programme by an organization largely devoted to
clinical medicine. It was also reported that government
~fficials in some countries were against WHO's involvement in
fundamental research. '

Tater Dr. Kaplan of WHO joined the meeting and reported.
that the WHO Epidemiology and Communications Laboratories would
probably be approved, bt that the Fundamental Biology Labora-
tory was still comtroversial. The comments of member GOvern-
ments on the WHO proposals would probably be made at the next

__ Assembly.

Council instructed the Chairman of the CERB Committee to
maintain close touch with Dr. Kaplan.

4.4 Buratom Prof. Buzzati told the meeting that some
plans similar to those of thé European Foundation Plans of
B0 were being launched under Zuratom sponsorship. Zuratom
~ had 2 budget of F1TM out of $280M over five years for work on
" $he biological effects of rodiation. 15% or g2.5M of this
could be used for fundamental biology, smounting to an armusl
‘expenditure of g0.5M. A sgeries of courses on specialised
topics and fellowships for young research workers were contem-
plated. Dr. Appleyard had asked to be kept informed aboutb ou™
plans and was willing to collaborate. However, Euratom's
. sctivities were restricted +0 Common Market countries.

Council asked Prof. Buzzati to act as Liaison Officer with e
~EBuratom, and suggested that he might ask Dr. Appleyard t0-help:
us. '

4,5 The Princess Liliane Institute of'Life,Sciénces

 Prof. Brachet reported that the future of the project
seemed uncertain due to strong reaction against it by the |
Belgian Press. 1t was entirely a private project and a large
part of the funds had come from the two free universities.

e

4.6 ICRO Council decided that since EIBO was a Western
Turopean Organization, whereas ICRO was international in
character, the aims of the Two organizations were somewhat
different, and they could hardly be amalgamated. However, Lr.
Kendrew was asked to send a co-operative reply to Kfihlbach's
suggestion for collaboration, and Professor Buzzati was asked
e Tiot ann OFFicer between EMBO and ICRO.
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4.7 The International Cancer Project Council asked
the Chairman and Dr. Kendrew to discuss possible co-operation
with Prof. Haddow, the President of the International Cancer
Society (see attached note).

Da Funds

Council decided to explore all possible means of
raising funds from private sources in the first instance.
Pharmaceuticals, including Shell, the Volkswagen and
Gulbenkian Foundations were some of the sources mentioncd.
Professor Buzzatl and Dr. Kendrew were appointed as a sub-
committee in charge of raising funds.

6. Publicity
Council approved the text of a communiqué to be issued to

the world press about the formation and =z2ims of EMBO. The
text is appended.

Notes of Subseguent Action

A Legz]l Registration

Professor Kellenberger quickly ran into difficulties
over registration at Geneva. In the meantime the Chairmen
was advised that Switzerland tended to restrict the activities
of international organizations registered there, while Belgium
offered most freedom. UNZSCO had actually advised ICRO to
register in Belgium.

The Chairman has therefore begun negotiations for
registration in Belgium, and is asking Prof. Brachet to act
as local representative. Belgian law would require EiBO to
have a registered office and a member of Council in Belgium,
and to hold ons Annual General Meeting. However, no guorum
is laid down and voting could take place by post. The
redrafted constitution and bye-laws will be submitted to
Council before being finally registered.

2 The International Cancer Project

Dr. Kendrew and the Chairmsn had an informal discussion
with Prof. Haddow, who showed great infterest in ZBO, and
promised to raise the matter at the forthcoming meeting of
his Committes.

L The Volkswagen Foundation

Council have already been informed of the proposals made
to Prof. Freksa.



a;{._J Meaking

EUROPEAN MOLTCULAR BIOLOGY ORGANIZATION

"o Minutes of ths meeting of Council held at CERN, Geneva,
on 12 July, 1964,

The following members of Council were present:
Dr. M. F. Perutz (Chairman), Prof. i. Buzzati-Traverso,
Prof. A. Engstr¥m, Prof. F. Jacob, Prof. E. Katchalski,
Prof. E. Kellenberger, Dr. J. C. Kendrew, Prof. A. Tdidquori,
Prof. 0. Maalge, Prof. C. Sadron, Prof. J. Wyman.

In addition the following attended as observers:
Prof. H, Chantrenne (in place of Prof. J. Brachet), Dr. A.
Gierer (in place of Prof. H. Friedrich-Freksa).

Apologies for absence were received from: Prof. J.

Brachet, Prof. A, Butenandt, Prof. H. Friedrich-Freksa,
Prof. A. Tiselius.

1. Constitution and legal status of EMBO

The draft constitutions prepered for registration in
Belgium and in Switzerland, respectively, were examined and
it was decided that EMBO should seek legal status in Switzerland
rather than in Belgium. The Swiss draft was examined in detail,
and a number of modifications were agreed. Dr. Perutz, Dr.
Wyman and Prof. Kellenberger were asked to collaborate with
the Swiss lawyer, Maitre Lalive, in framing a final document
for registration with the Swiss authorities.

2. Relations with the Belgian International Life Sciences
Institute

The document on this subject prepared by UNZESCO was
examined and authority was delegated to Drs. Perutz and
Kendrew to nesgotiate with representatives of ILSI in an effort
to accomplish a merger with ILSI, on condition that neither
the scientific nor the geographical policies of ENBO were
compromised. :

- 3. Application to the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk for financial
support

The draft application prepared by Dr. Perutz was approved,
z and he was urged to submit the application forthwith. . R
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12; A 1list of those who had accepted the Chairman's invitation
to become members of EEBO was circulated to Council.

Report on subsequentraction

1. Drs. Wyman and Perutz drafted Council's amendments to
the constitution drawn up by Maitre Lalive. first between
themselves and then with MaTtre Ialive's assistant. Maitre
Leligne. After completion. this document will be submitted
once more to members of Council, who will be asked to give
their final approval in writing to Maltre Lalive. On receipt
of this approval, ELBO will be legally registered .at Geneva,

According to Swiss law, Council having approved a draft
constitution, EBO's legal existence has begun on July 12th,
and a letter confirming this is being sent to Dr. Perutzm by
MaPtre Lalive. This letter will be forwarded to the Stiftung
Volkswagenwerk.

2., The application to the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk was
dispatched on July 15, together with supporting documents.

3 After his session with Maltre Leligne, Dr. Perutz went
to see Minister Burkhardt, the head of the Cultursl Division
of the Swiss Foreign Office. Burkhardt confirmed the Swiss
Govermment's interest in EMBO, which he said was independent
of the laboratory's location in Switzerland. The Swiss
Government's prime interest lay in Buropean scientific
collaboration. He also confirmed that the Swiss Government
would be prepared to take the diplomatic initiative on bchalf

-of ENBO and thought that in the long run it might be more

effective than UNESCO's. However,. he would support the UNESCO
initiative at the forthcoming UNESCO meeting in November. and
hoped that Professor Kellenberger would accompany him there.

4. The Chairman wrote to Professor Weisskopf expressing
Council's appreciation of the facilities put at their disposal
for their meeting at CERN,

Council asked the Chairman to express their warm
appreciation to the Direétor of Natural Sciences of UNESCO
for meeting members' travelling expenses. :
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Possible support from the French Government

Professor Jacob reported that the French Ministry of
Health had included NF 400.000 for the support of Brench
Molecular-Biology via EMBO in its ordinary budget rather
than Providing that sum through the Internationsl Cancer
Project. If this Sum was approved, it was hoped that
finanecial help under the EMBO Fellowship brogramme for
French Scientists going abroad and for non-French scientigts

wishing to work in France would be included among the items
to be supported. :

5. Relations with WHO

Health Research Centre planned by the WHO. However, Councii
did not consi@er that the best interests of EMBO would be

with members of the Swiss Federal ang Cantonal Governments,
and with representgtives of Swiss industry (letter appended),
.His actions were endorsed by Council, and he was authorizeqd

b0 proceed with negotiations concerming a possible site for
the ENBO Laboratory near Coppet, Canton Vaud, and concerning
finanecial support. He also reported that the Swisgs Government
would bhe willing to take the diplomatic initiative in getting
Buropean Governments to agree to the establishment of g5
Zuropean Moleculsr Biology Laboratory.

7. Conseil de 1'FEurope

EMBO Council welcomed the interest in their activities

taken by the Conseil de 1'ZBurope, who, it seems,; would also
LT > 1o take the diplomstic initiative on behalf of
3-Jai- _the first ingtance Council

asked t0 represent ELRQ at the To:
Conseil de 1'Burope in Copenhagen.

E=5
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ther sources of support for EMBO

Professor Buzzati-Traverso and Dr. Kendrew reported on
their plans for soliciting financial support from foundations
and from industry. These plans were endorsed, and they were
suthorized to indicate that the names of donors might, if
desired, be attached to fellowships awarded Hy EMBO, and that
by agreement with ENBO appropriate press releases might be
made.

9. The proposed UNESCO initiative to secure Governmental
support for the EMBO laboratory

Council considered the UNESCO paper entitled "Draft
document on the guiding principles of the action to be
undertaken in common by the International Life Sclences
Tnstitute and the European iolecular Biology Organization"
(appended). Council declared its gratitude for the initiative
taken by UNZSCO in establishing a connection between EMBO
snd ILSI with a view to their eventual fusion, and for
UNESCO's offer to make representations on behalf of ENMBO and
TLSI to European governments. Council felt it necessary,
however, to place on record its intention to maintain complete
independence of UNESCO and other similar organizations in
mattars both of policy and of administration.

10. Blection of officers

The following officers were elected with immediate effect:

Secretary-General : Professor J. Wyman
% Tregsurer 2 Professor A. Buzzati-Traverso

x (Note: Following discussions with the Swiss lawyer it

hes since become apparent that the office of Treasurer is not
required under the proposed constitution and that the Treasurer
would have no function: +the Chairman therefore proposes 1o
re—open this question st the next meeting of Council.)

11. Appointment of Executive Secretary

- Professor Buzzati-Traverso and Dr. Wyman were authorized
to initiate discussions with Dr. R. L. Appleyard of EURATON,
with a view to his being invited to assume the office of
Fxecutive Secretary with effect from 1 January, 1965.




MII\‘“}TES OF THE “‘EEETING OF THE E{BO COUNCIL HELD ON FEBRUARY 2
' CERIT LABORATORY GENEVA e ;

There were;present _ ﬁ- oty ' :
. Buzzatl-Traverso, Enstrbm, Frledrlch—Freksa Jacob, Kellen- C
berger Kenqrew Maalﬁe, Sadron Tiselius .and WJman The Chalr—
man was unable %o attend due to illness and Kendrew. presiged.

Durlng the afternoon 58551on Welsskopf came in for about half

the perlod also the Admlnlstratlve Head of CERN ‘ '

MORNING SESSION

Mlnutes of the last meetlng 1hese were read and approvea and
variQus Comments made. = .. ,
‘ ~-Jgcob spoke bflefly of the French Cancer Pro;ect Kendrew '
and Maalﬁe both spoke about ‘the WHO project',. ‘This is going ahead
but the plans: regardlng Molecular Blology have ‘béen much reduced

‘Kendrew reported ‘about Perutz’s- recent- talk with Schwartz-_
Lieberman’ of the Cduncml of ‘Europe. Perytz had quoted Lieberman
as saying that the:Coun01l could.‘do little ‘mere. than set’up an+
¢ther: commlttee. Sadron however reported that Lleberman had
returned W1tn great enthuslasm about EMBO w1sh1ng to make it a-

: subJect Tor: actlon by the Coun01l haalﬁe reported that he had
'been an.- OffIClal delegate £0 a.meetlng ‘of the. Coun01l of - Europe

- on the subaecf B EMBO ‘and that he had pronised collaborat;on
between mMBO and ‘the' Gounell in developlng its. obaectives It
was- the sense of the meetlng that we should take every posslble
adantage o+~ the good will of the. Counc11 - but’ not- aepend upon it
ag a prlmary means of accompllshlng our . obaectlves

S With regard to seeklng new: prlvate sources. o support Kendrew

and Buzzati stated that’ nothlng had: been done.‘ Buzzati. wag in
favor of approachlng private sources at once; " It was felt that )
there was no‘ébgeetlon to seeklng suppoert from U.S, sources, but
_that thlé Bhould be done only- after magor support from Epropean
_sources had been reallzed ' b :

F1nanc1al Report ";ff', B  ‘- o ﬂ-;]~:°,-L" .: ' s

Nothlng was done about thls, 51nce the accounts were all 1n
Cambrldge Wlth the Ohalrmﬂn g ; : : o™

AUdluOTS ' A commlttee con51st1ng of Perutz and Fellenberger was
Lt BT de51gnated to" choose audltors '

memnershlp o

A llst of ‘the 20 nomlnatlons for electlon as regular members
wag drawn up._ It was agyeed that asg a matter of ‘prihciple only
,actlve workers 1n the restflcted fleld of Moleoular Biology should
be elected as regular me ers, others should e made assoolate
members, Flve ass Qlate members: were nomlnated 1n recognltlon of
speclal serv;ces 1n‘further1ng the EﬁBO progect Rabl, Welsskapf
Auger, ven Mnraltﬁ 1d . Be: g , : : :

:Egportﬁon USSR




It was declﬁed by Council, on i proposal by Tlsellus, that
Cpuncll mémbers ghould submit by no% later than February 15 to
the - Becretary General & short statement ‘describing all activities . .
and developments in the field of Moiecular Biclogy in their coun- .
trles.q Since Holland has no member on the. Councll “the Secretary te
Was asked to wrlte to Professor J % Cohen about thls,

Support from Industri

Freksa reported oh the status of our pendlng Volkswagon
appllcatlon A ‘decision is expected early jn-Merch. He forcast -
g substantial grant to. cover funds: by oL admrnlstratlon, planning, -
_and poss;bly fellowshlps, ‘but not for support of - researchs F e

8 ‘Tt was mentioned that Interpharma hag prevlded 42,000,
the hagis of whlch we are at present operatlng -After allOW1ng
for other expensess thls ml ht provzde for cneg " * possrbly two,"
‘f8110WSh1pS..‘ :

X Attentlon was’ called 0 the twe fellowshlps prov1ded hy LIGB,

"Whlch would,be awarded through EMBO . “The seoretary was - darectea
el send a formal letter to Buzzatl—Traverso thanklng h1m far these

fellgwshlps

E;ZT:Feliswshlps

o There -“Wa.s a 1ong discusslon of pollcy to be adopted regardirg
i+ fellowships. - This resulted in breaking gown the problem into-‘three
= headlngs 1) Long—term fellowshlps, (2) Short-term’ fellowshlps-—w'
" for viseits to laberatories, for guidance in writing thesgis, and
" for: attendlng discussion greups,,(B) Summer schools and ‘courses.
lt was: suggested that EMBO make g 1list of: approved courses in the
: fleld of Molecular Blology, on “the basig of whieh awards mlght
_“he maae mpreever that in returnlng th91r electlon ballet Tor |
'fthe electlon of members members ‘be. requested to- glve 1nformat1an
7about any f@rthcomlng spec;al caurses in Molecular Blolpgy which:
8 ‘The fellewshlp commlttee { Cohen, Katchalski,
Waddlngton and Buzzat Traversq. {chalrmanj} Were. asked te L

te 1n detall an overall.féllowshlp program and to draw up:
' 3 ihey should alse go
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AFPTERNOOKN SESSICN

Kellenberger recapitulated the position of the Swiss Govern-—
ment and reported on a subseguent telephone conversation with
Burckhardt. Burckhardt had said that before initiating action
through its Embassies in various countries, the Swiss Government
is anxious to have indications of the probable attitudes that womn®
be encountered. -The Chajrman then cailed for comments about this
from various members of the Council in turn. This resulted in the
Tfollowing reports

REPORJ-OH APTITUDES OF GOVERNMENTS

Sweden

- Tiselius reported that the situation is encouragln . 4
special committee has been formed at the directicn of the Medical
* Research Coun011 and ‘the Science Research Council to deal with
Mplecular Biology, Tiseljus 'is the Chairman of this committee,
and wltimately all guestions relating to Molecular Biology and
EMBO will be referred to it.

Any approach by the.SwisS-Ambassodor to the Forelgn Office
will be referred to. the Science Advisory Council, of which the
Prime IMinister is Chairman (Seoretary Professor Bror Rexed). The
Prlme ‘Minister is very favorable to EMBO but more tc the Foundat-
ion than to the Laboratory

gstrim reporteo on his conversation with the inister of
Health about the WHO proaect . The Minister had expressed him-
self as very hesitant. - '

Tiselius spoke of the need fer training teachers as well as
investigators in fundamental biology. He felt that EMBO might
perform 8 .role here, and that this was an argument for us. At
this point the question was raised as to the extent tc which CERN
had been a producer of phy51c1sts Welsskopf and the Administrater
promised us statistics on this matter.

Tiselius empha 51Zed his view that if EMBO is to gain support
it must offer somethlng unigue. He seemed to feel this was more
likely to be realiged through the laboratory. than the foundation.

Franée

Jacob Ieported that the Forelgn Office had been alerted las+

‘July about the EMBO- ILST project, and had expressed interest in it;
‘but. since then Jacob has had no.contact with them. About a week
ago Jacob, ‘Auger and Wurmser  visited Palewski, the Iinister of
Science. Palewski.was distinotly favorable, particularily towards
'tne foundation; but had not yet been able to make contact with the
Foreign Office. :

The- status of the Cancer Project in France is somewhat ambig-
uous. Flve countries have promlsed contributions QfT1OQ 000 or
more eaoh It is unlikely however tnat'any of this could be made
available for EMBO, and indeed EMBO may conceivably be in compe-
tition with this. project favored by de Gaulle. The Cancer Project
comes under the Health Mlnlstry rather than Palewski. Judgement
here is domineted by medlcal people rather thon by fundamentai
scientists.

“wéGermaDX _
| Freksa reported that: the CounCrl of Europe had sent a mem-
oronﬁum about LMBO ‘to the Mrnlstry of Foreign Affalrs This had
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nransmltteo it to the Coumitte on uelecular B;ology pre51ded over
by Autrum. The first reaction was negative, but later changed
under the persu551on of Butenandt and Frledrloh—Frekea There
are now “three main groups who are in favor, partlcularly of the
laboratory proaect ' The- Chancellors of the Un1verezt1es, the
Deutsche Forechungegemelnechaft “the Max Planck Soc1ety The,i@ee
of & fellowship. program has:However been ‘criticized; : o
Butenandt and Helsenberg are both Strongly favorable and could
prov1de some hlghly favorable ammunltlon for. EMBO : Butenandt has
expressed hls w1lllngnees to do anythlng he eould to further the
progect

0 TSR, VRS Rt

Blgtus

de Duve eald that Belglum was 0bv1ously 1nterested as de-
monstrated by its reCent donatlon to UNESCO. for exploratlon of
'ﬁ efEMB@-ILSI project.’ There are, however, mixed feelings. about
ST ?f'fBelglum, The Prlme Mlnleter (Levebre), who will probably
- be’the next Mlnleter of Sc1enee Co ordznatlon 1s favorable to
I1ST mnd. collaboration with' EMEO He hasi however besn much
orltic1zed for the 1n1t1at1ve he took in the ILSI matter.> Wllleme
ectually re51gned from- the Natlenal 501ence Advlsory Committee in
protest aga1ns+ the Government s 1n1t1at1ve taken w1thout oonsult—
ing hlm, though Wlllems hlmself is favorable b ﬁnleculer Blology
I esard was' said o be in: favor of the Government 1n1t1at1ve, angd
. We . were" glven the 1mpreselon that he ‘had suoceeded Willems .-
ik Belgzum Will - welcome any - initiative in- “the” EMB@*ILSI fleld
by any. other . countryg bt ie reluctant to prooeed further on its -
0wn 1n1t1ut1ve ofter: haV1ng had 1ts_f1ngers burned Ev1oently
de Duve resents the 1ﬂea of- nMBO“taklng ‘OVET ™ ILSI and he- gave
'BV1dence at ‘the-end . of the- meetlng of rather strorg feellngs
He' favore plu01ng more welght on the Belglan spensored UNESCO
Commlttee as.a. means of coordlnatlng ond'lmplementlng the two

_ Norway
ehould be the spokes—
) 1n the loboratory

He 13 a member of the

Coun : The Head of the Atomlc Ene rgy project in Den-

'mark,“e bio oglet (Reberg), is aleo favorable ‘Denmark would like

to'eorrelate developmente at home with seriding students abroad to.
: forat Flnland and. Nor :y'fhould be brought in,

Buzzatl-lravereo reported that the eltuatlon is very confueoo
Arnaudl, zhulster of Scientific: Research,le favorabie but at the .
wement has no. power' Zagarl Under Secretary of Forelgh Affan.s7 '{
.je;ceztﬁlnly lavorahle, as 1s Callfano - -k Pre51dent of the Nation:

al Co 1ttee Tor-Binlogy and ileditine of’tne Cpnsiglio Nazionale
- he is much coacerned abOIt'dlmlnldhlhg 0.5, funde

Mg et G ey e et v e Wl s e T
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;i~Great Britain

o ‘Kendrew reported that . temperamentally the Labor iinisters
are in favor of international scientific collaboration. Bowden,
the liinister of Science, is favorable. On the other hand, the
established Civil Service tend to be against all international

-organizations. Himsworth, Head of the Medical Research Council,
is certainly against. Kendrew himself is now a member of the

- Committee to advise the Government an Scientific Research, to-

gether with ilessey (member of ESRO), who is favorable. Adams,

- Tormer Administrative Director of CERF, is a member of this

Committee and is also certainly favorable. XKendrew will immecdiate— )

1y talk with Bowden, and directly or indirectly endeavour to make

contact with the Ilinister of Foreign Affairs.

Formulation of Plans

The following broad estimate of a Probable budget was reached:

Fr. Sw.
: : millions
Building and Equipment® 30
Imnual budget for Foundation 15-30
Annual budget for Institute 8.10

7 The number of workers in the laboratory would be about 150
of whom, however, a large Percentage would be visitors (only 10%
of the scientific staff would be permanent). '

The two subcommittees, one for the Laboratory, one for the
Foundation, were asked to draw up very specific plans, 1nclhding
financial estimates, and as far as possible working details, to
be given to the Swiss authorities as o basis for discussion at an
eventual intergovernmental meeting. These should be completed in
the shortest time. '

SWwiss Government

4 committee consisting of Kendrew, Kellenberger, Engstrdém and
Wyman was appointed to. act for the Council in negotiations with
the Swiss Government. A leéetter was to be written by the Chairman
to Professor Burckhardt, exXpressing our appreciation of the Swiss

effort and our réadiness to collaborate in every way.

FURTHER DEVELQPMENTS

Immediately following the meeting Kendrew and Wyman drafted
a letter, as directed by Council, addressed to Minister Burckhardt,
to be signed by the Chairman. This letter reads as follows:

"I am insfructed by the Council of the European lolecular
Biology Organization to convey to you their deep anpreciation
of the interest shown by you arid other members of your Govern-
ment in the plans of the Organization. The Council has been
'given to understand by Professor Kellenberger that you are
considering inviting representatives of Buropean Governments
to a meeting to discuss future international collaboration
in molecular biology. The Council would very much welgome -
an initiative of this kind taken by the Swiss Government, -and
I am directed to inform you that they are anxious to asist
you in any way. i
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(Switzerland), Dr. J.C., Kendrew (U.K.), and Professor /.
Wyman (Italy), with powers to act for the Council in ail
matters concerning the proposed negotiation with Govermnments.
This Committee will of course call upon me &s chairman of
Council or upon the whole Council, whenever it mey be
necessary. The Committee has been charged with preparing a
concise statement of the aims and policies of ELBO, bot

as regards the Foundation and Laboratory, for reference in
due course by Governmental representatives. You will also
receive shortly a statement of the present activitles con-
cerning ndlecular biology in the various countries., I hope
you will feel free to call upon the Committee for any other
assistance it can give you."

lieanwhile, in order not to lose momcentum, it seemed appropriate
for representatives of Council to wait on Minister Burckhardt at
once informally to apprise hiu ¢ our decisions and intentions.
Consequently, on the afternoon of .the aay following the Council
meeting, Kellenberger and Wyman me? with Minister Burckhardt and
his two associates Valloton snd Hartman in Bern. Lt this meeting
we explaned the informal nature of our call, informed him of the
letter from the Chairman which he would receive shortly, handed
him and each of his colleagues a rough draft of the reports on
+the attitudes towards EIMBC in various counntries as presented in
the Council meeting, and assured him that detailed plans for the
realization of EMBO were now being drawn up.

Tt is evident that Burckhardt is serious in his intentions
and that he has not lost any of his enthusiam. As we expected,
however, he said that before proceeding -to any formal diplomatic
approaches he would prefer to wait until our "blue prints" were
ready, and he asked how long it would take to prepare them. We
told him, about two months, but that we would try for six weeks.
He wented to know the relative weight which we attached to the
two projects, institute and foundation. To this we replied that
they should be regarded as @ COmMMOL package, with emphasis on each
to be Getermined in the course of the negotiations in accordance
with their relative appeal to the sponsoring governments; in the
long run either project would involve the other,

We called attention to the rather difficult situation
preserited by Belgium, bt this did not seem to worry him and he
felt that so long es the ILSI .. faction wanted to realize its
objectives through UNESCO we need not worry. He asked about
Holland, as in some sense constituting a foil to Belgium, and
we promised to sound out -the situation through Cohen. As to the
Cournicil of Europe, he did not seem to expect very much from i%.-
Crn. the whole he seemed satisfied that things were propitious for
the Swiss initiative and he was anxious %0 staert moving.

The day after this meeting Kellenberger had a telephone call
from Valloton asking that as far as poesible the inteptions of

the Swiss Government be kept confidential among members of Council.
I+ would be embarrassing to them if members of other governments
learned indirectly'ofkcoming diplomatic approach before it was
sctually mede. On the . other hand it is highly desirable that the
Council members continue to soften and prepare the ground for the



