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PROGRAMME OF THE CEREMONY

Introduction by Mr. Jean HUMBERT, Ambassador, Head of
the Permanent Migsion of Switzerland to the International
Organizations in Geneva.

Address by Mr. Willy SPUHLER, Federal Councillor, Head of
the Federal Political Department.

Report of the Credentials Committee.

Signing of the Agreement establishing the European Molecular
Biology Conference.
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The PRESIDENT spoke as follows:

"Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Federal authorities have instructed me tc be the
steersman ol our ceremoay to-day.

In this capacity I should like to extend a very warm
welcome to those who have been appointed by their Government
to sign the Agreecment establishing the European Molecular
Biology Conference and to all those who have done us the honour
of being present to-day, especially the representatives of the
international organizations interested in the extension of
international collaboration in the field of biology. I should
also like to welcome the representatives of the press, radio
and television., Finally, I should like to express our gratitude
to CERWN for its welcome and its generous co-operation,

You have before you the programme for our meeting. First
of all we shall hear Federal Councillor Willy Spiihler and then,
after the report of the Credentials Committee, the Agreement
will be signed. However, it would not, perhaps, be inappropriate
if I were first to recall briefly the circumstances which have
led up to the acceptance of the Agreement establishing the
Huropean lolecular Biology Conference.

In response to the desires of the scientists constituting
the European Molecular Biology Organization, and after diplomatic
consultations, the Federal Council called a preparatory Conference
to examine the prospects for Buropean co-operation. This Con-
ference was held here at CERN under the presidency of Professor
Olivier Reverdin, with Professor John Kendrew as Secretary-General.,
Both of these gentlemen are here to-day, and we should like to
thank them for joining us.

The principles of this new scientific collaboration were
established at a first session held from 4 to 6 April 1967. Then,
during the months of June and September of the same year, a
working group drafted an intergovernmental document. The draft
was submitted to the second session of the preparatory Conrference
which was opened on 22 January 1968, and it was accepted on the
25th of that month.

There was, however, one point which remained undecided:
whether German should be used as one of the languages of the
future institutional Conference.

The rather difficult consultations entered into by the
Federal authorities on this matter resulted in the following
compromise:

oJs
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We know that the governments you represent, Gentlemen,
will do the utmost which the demands of their legal systems
permit to hasten the ratification, acceptance or approval of
the Agreement. However, because of certain of these demands
we think it improbable that our treaty can come into force
before the end of this year.

We are all agreed, I am sure, that it would be extremely
regrettable if the co-operation already existing through the
scientists of the Buropean Molecular Biology Organization were
now to be brought to a standstill pending the coming into
force of the Agreement, whether throusgh a lack of funds, or
through inability to take certain organizational measures.

Thanks to several governments it has now become - or will
very shortly become - possible to make some limited financial
arrangements so that the immediate future of the Buropean
lMolecular Biology Organization-does not appear too uncertain.
The problem is still there, however, and we must keep it in the
forefront of our minds.

Provisional legal or administrative measures might also be
required. If it should become necessary to call a meeting to
provide for such measures, it will be open to the European
Molecular Biology Organization to call it, and the Swiss
authorities will, without a doubt, be willing to give diplomatic
support in cuch an event.

I should now like to call upon the Federal Councillor,
Mr. Willy Spithler."

2 Mr. Willy SPUHLER, Federal Councillor, Head of the Swiss

Federal Political Department, spoke as follows:

"Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is less than two years ago, on 4 April 1967, that I had
the honour and the pleasure of bringing to this same spot the
Federal Council's expression of welcome and good wishes to the
representatives of those governments who, at my country's
invitetion, had asgreed to meet together to study the possibilities
of organizing Buropean co-operation in the field of molecular
biology. If we give a thought to the time that has been needed to
draw up many other international agreements, we may conclude that
some diligence has been evident in the Preparatory work that has
led to the final drafting of an intergovernmental instrument which
all governments represented at the preparatory Conference, or
nearly all, will be prepared in a moment to approve through the
signatures of their Plenipotentionary delegates.

/.
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advice of CERN's Directorate and staff, and CERN has undoubtedly
contributed to to-day's achievement. I am happy in the belief
that the links thus created will endure and become still closer,
for I have no doubt that the European Conference on Molecular
Biology can benefit from CERN's experience not only at the
scientific level, but in other ways.

Pinally the r6le of Geneva - that traditional meeting-
place of minds - has, as always, proved propitious. Indeed
the Huropean Molecular Biology Organization has had its legal
headquarters here for some years and knows well that it can
continue to count upon the interest and goodwill of both the
Genevese and the Swiss authorities.

In suggesting that our countries should unite in a highly
promising scientific endeavour, the object of the SBwiss Govern-—
ment has been to broaden still further to scope of international
humanitarian collaboration, to which,as is well known, it is
profoundly devoted. My Government 1s therefore deeply gratified
to find that the first stage has been successfully accomplished
and looks towards the next stages with confidence.

Throughout the world of to-day governments are being pressed
to define their scientific policics. Faced with this complex
task and the resultant accumulation of responsibilities we may
feel encouraged in finding that a piece of teamwork performed
by scientists, legal experts ana administrators has led to a
clearly-defined result in scientific policy.

E

I do not propose to take up your time nere in commenting
upon the text of the Agreement which enshrines our common
- thinking. Its terms are well-known to all of you.

But with your permission, I would venture upon a few
observations regarding the future of the collaboration we are
‘getting into being.

I would note in the first nlace that agreement was finally
reached on regarding this Ingtrument as a first step, the fruits
of which will call for close scrutiny within five years. Some
would have wished this experimental period to be shorter, while
others - including the Swiss Delegation - had not thought of
setting a limit to it at all. The five-year testing-period is
accordingly the result of a compromise.

After due consideration I conclude that this solution is to
be welcomed. Not that there can be the slightest possible doubt
in my mind as to the horizons which have been opened up by those
scientists who became the first builders of Buropean collaboration

o7
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of caution will doubtless be required, for the path we shall be
treading will not be devoid of obstacles. If, in setting foot
upon this path, we have banded ourselves in a relatively close-
knit group, our object has been to achieve concrete results
with the minimum of delay. This concern with realities should
remain present in our minds for as long as we have not become
convinced that we have indeed built a solid structure capable
of offering to every newcomer a beneficial hospitality.

CERN's example has inspired our work since the beginning
as one of the best illustrations of the aims that can be attained
when a number of countries combine their forces in a spirit both
resolute and pragmatic. CERN has also, to my mind, shown us a
course for the future by setting up, in 1967 already, a form of
collaboration with the Institute of High Energy Physics at
serpukhov.

ol

In conclusion may I say that it will be a very keen personal
satisfaction to me to be able in a few minutes to affix my
signature, on behalf of Switzerland, to an international treaty
which will not only contribute to the development of a particularly
important sector of pure research and of European scientific
collaboration in general, but which may, in the longer prospect,
improve the destinies of all men.,

It has been said that science, in order to qualify for the
State's financial backing, should achieve directly or indirectly
goods of an economic or social nature. The answer to this thesis,
to the extent that it is an exaggeration, is that out of research
of the most detached nature possible in appearance may emerge
discoveries of the utmost benefit to mankind. Truly we must
recognize that in the breathless unfolding of the last few
decades science has not always taken sufficient account of the
repercussions it has brought about in dayto-day existence, that
it has not been sufficiently coacerned to safeguard for each
one of us those conditions which are essential for living -
for living harmoniously. Are act the "contestations" which, in
the past year, have arisen in various parts of the world the
direct effect of the fear of many, that our present civilization
no longer assures those conditions of harmony which we all need?

In the face of such dangers new areas of science are in
courss of creation, those which it is becoming current to style
the "environmental" or "behaviourist" sciences. Very briefly
put, the problem is to assure that man shall enjoy a healthy
physical and moral climate in which he can flourish in a balanced
way. I will not venture to forecast what effect molecular
biology may exert within or slongside this group of sciences.

«Fa
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
SWEDEN |
SWITZERLAND

Four Plenipotentiaries, at the moment of signing the Agree-

ment, made declaratiops as unders
AUSTRTA

"My Government has instructed me to confirm the following
declarations contained in document CEBM 69 / 48 E:

4d Article I, paragraph 2 of the Agreement establishing the
Buropean Molecular Biology Conference:

Austria is of the opinion that decisions according to
Article II, paragraph 2, last sentence, can only be taken
insofar as they do not include any amendment of or addition
tc the Agreement, :

Ad Article XTI, paragraph 4, c:

It is Austria's view that any extension or amendment of the
Agreement according to Article XI, paragraph 4, ¢, is to be
considered as a conclusion of a new Agreement and is there-—
fore to be subjected to the amendment procedure as provided
for in Article IX, paragraph 3.

Reference is made in this respect to the remarks made by the
legal adviser at the Conference (see page 65 of the summary
‘records of the meeting of 22/25 January, 1968, CEBM 68 / 45 B).®

NETHERTLANDS

"Confirming document CEBM 69 / 49 B I place the following
text on record:

1. As regards the Kingdom of *he Netnerlands the Agreement
shall apply, for the time b=ing, solely tc the territory
of the Kingdom situated in BEurope and in the Netherlands'
Antilles, however, the Royal Government taking into
account the equality which exists under public law betwsen
the Netherlands, Surinam and the Netherlands' Antilles,
reserves the right to extend, at the request of Surinam,
the application of the Agreement to that country either
at the date of deposit of the instrument of ratification
by the Kingdom or at a later date.
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Congeiller, Mission permanente du
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PROGRAMIME
FOR THE CEREMONY OF SIGNING THE AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING
THE EUROPEAN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY CONFERENCE

Geneva-Meyrin (CERN), 13th Pebruary, 1969, at 10.00 a.n.

Under the presidency of Mr. Jean Humbert, Head of the Permanent

Mission of Switzerland to the International Organizations at Geneva

Introduction by Mr. Jean Humbert.

Address by Mr., Willy Spilhler, Federal Councillor, Head of the Political

Department.
Report of the Credentials Committee.

Signing of the Agreement establishing the Furopean Molecular Biology

Conference.

The signing ceremony will be followed by a cocktail party at CERN
given by the Swiss Federal Council, the Republic and Canton of Geneva

and the City of Geneva for all those taking part.
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CEREMONY OF SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING
THE EUROPEAN MOLECULAR BIOLOGY CONFERENCE

13 February 1969

Address by Ambassador Jean Humbert, Head of the Permancnt Mission

of Switzerland to the International Organizations in Geneva

Excellencics,

Ladies and Gentlenen,

The Federal authorities have instructed me to be the

stecersman of our ceremony to-day.

In thié capac¢ity I should like to extend a very warm
welcome to those who have becen appointed by their Governments -
to sign the Agreemcnt establishing the Buropean Molccular Biology
Gonferonco and to all those who have done us the honour of being
present to-day, especially the representatives of the 1nternat10nal
organlz vtions intercstced in the cxtension of 1ntarnatlona1
collaboratlon in “the field of biology. I should also like to Welcome
the reprascntatlves of the press, radio and televigion. Flnally,
I should like to express our gratitude to CERN for its wclcome

and its ‘gencrous co-operation.

You haﬁe before you the progrannc for our nceting
First of all we shall hear Federal Councillor Willy Spuhler and :
then, after the rcport of the crodentials committee, the
Agreement will be signed. However, it would not, perhaps, be
;1nappr0pr1aﬁe if I were first to recall briefly the circunstances
which have led up to thc acceptance of the Agreement establishing

the Eurcpean Molecular Biology Conference,

In response to the desires of the soientistS'Constitﬁtihg
the European Molecular Biology Organization, and after diplo-
natic consultations, the Federal Council callcd a preparatory

Conference to examine the prospects for European co-cperation.
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The second fecature of the conpromise is that the future
signatories to the Agreement have conscnted to the insertion in
the Rules of Procedurc of the Buropcan Molecular Biology Con-

ference, when they are adopted, of the following arrangements:

(a) The English, French and Gernan languages shall
enjoy ecqual status at meetings of the Conference and its sub-
sidiary bodies, and simultancous interpretation facilities

shall be provided in three direcctionss

(b) the documents submitted to the Conference and its
subsidiary bodies shall include a summary in cach of the three

languages.

It is nevertheless understocd that the acceptance of
this compromise does not mean that German is formally rccognised

as an official language of the Confercnce.

The negotiations on the use of German and the drawing
up of a German version of the Agrccement acceptable to the three
German-speaking States took up a consgiderable time., It was
therefore unfortunately impossible to have the Agreement ready
for Signature by thc datec originally intcnded by the Swiss

authorities.

We know that the governments you represent, Gentlemen,
will do the utmost which the denands of their legal systems per-
mit to hasten the ratification, acceptance or approval of the
Agrecement. However, because of certain of these demands we think
it improbable that our treaty can come intc force before the

end of this year.

We are all agreed, I am sure, that it would be extremely
regrettable if the cocperation already existing through the
scientists of the Eurcpean Molecular Biclogy Organization were
now to be brought to a standstill pending the coming into force
of the Agrecement, whether through s lack of funds, or through

inability to take certain organizational measures.

s £
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EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

Ceremony . of Signature of the Agreement establishing the Buropean

Molecular Biology Conference
Geneva, 13 February 1969

Speech by Federal Councillor Mr. Willy Spiihler, Head of the

Political Department

Excelléncies,

Ladies'and Gentlemen,

It is less than two years ago, on 4 April 1967,-that I had
the hoﬁour and the pleasure of bringing to this same spot the
Federal Council's expression of welcome and good wishes to the
representatives of those Governments who, at my country's invi-
tation, had agreed to meet together to study the possibilities
of organizing European co-operation in the field of molecular
biology. If we give a thought to the time that has been needed
to draw up many other international agreements, we may conclude
that some diligence has been evident in the preparatory work
that has led to the final drafting of an intergovernmental in-
strument which all Governments represented at the preparatory
Conferenoe or nearly all, will be prepared in a moment to
approve through the 51gndtures cf their plenlpotentlonary de-

legates.,

This achievement flows from the continuous effort of the
governmental delegates who, under the vigilant guidance of their
President, Professor Clivier Reverdin, devoted lengthy and some-
times strenuous sessions to the solution of a variety of problems.
All were. agreed from the outset on the high importance and interest
of the undertaking; but opinions differcd significantly as to the
means of bringing it to fruition. Paticently, and in an atmosphere
of the utmost mutual understanding and courtesy, they kept the
common objective steadily in view, and thus succeeded in building
up a structure of co-operation which is both straightforward and
adaptable. These delegates richly deserve the expression of our

orgtitude.
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Finallj-tho r8lc of Geneva - that traditional mceting-
placce of minds - has, as always, provcd propitious. Indeed the
Buropean Molecular Biology Organization has had its legal head-
guarters here for some ycars and knows well that it can continue
to count upon the interest and goodwill of bcth the Genevese

and the Swiss authoritics.

In suggesting that our countries should unite in a highly
promiging scientific endeavour, the objcct of the Swiss Govern-
ment has been to broaden still further to gscope of international
humanitarian collaboration, to which as is well known} it ‘is
profoundly devoted. My Government iz therefore deeply gratified
to find that the first-stage has been successfully accomplished

and looks towards the next stages with confidence.

Tﬁréughout the ﬁorld of to-day Governments are being
pressed to define.their Scientifib policies. Faced with this
complex faékrand the resultant accumulation of responsibilities
we mey feel encouraged in finding that a piece of teamwork per-
formed by Scientisté,'legal experts and administrators has led

to a clearly-defincd result in scientific policy.

I do not propose to take up your time here in commenting
upon the text of the Agreement which enshrines our common thinking.

Its terms are well-known to all of you.

But with your permission, I would wventurc upon a' few
observations regarding the futurce of the collaboration we are

gsetting into being.

I Woﬁld note in the first place that agreement was finally
reached.on regarding this Instrument as a first step, the fruits
of Whibh will call for close sbfﬂtiny within five years. Some
would have wished this eipdrimental pcriod to be shorter, while

others - including the Bwiss Delegation - had not thought of

o f s
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no majority of countrics willing to commit themsclves forthwith.

The time at our disposal should allow us to give care-
ful consideration to the possibility of broadening the geo-
graphical scope of our undertaking, which some have now and then

criticized as having a somewhat exclusive character. As you all

|

know, Article IIT of the Agrcoment already makes it possible to
contemplate wvarious mecans of opening the doors wider. It is
open to European States which were not called upon to take part
in the actual drafting of the Agrcement to request that they
become members of the Conference or, if they prefer, that they
become associated with its work in- some other way. Under condi-
tions to be laid down, links may also be cstablished with all
other countries and institutions having an interest in this
work. For my own part I hope that the broadest possible rocourse
will be had to these possibilities. Here again, however, a
measure of caution will doubtless be required, for the path we
shall be treading will not be devoid of obstacles. If, in setting
foot upon this path, we have banded oursclves in a relatively
close-knit group, our object has been to achieve concrete re-
sults with the minimum of delay. This concern with rcalities
should remain present in our minds for as long as we have not
become convinced that we have indeed built a solid structure

capable of offering to every newcomer a beneficial hospitality.

CERN's examplc has inspircd our work since the beginning
as onc of the best illustrations of the aims that can be attained
when a number of countries combinc their forces in a spirit both
resolute and pragmatic. CERN has also, to my mind, shown us a
course for the futurec by setting up, in 1967 already, a form
of collaboration with the Institute of High Energy Physics at
Serpukhov,
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EUROPEAN AGREEMENT ON MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

Properly speaking, molecular biology is not a new science. It is
a field of fundamental resecarch which, for some years now, has called upon
several disciplines, ineluding biochemistry, biliophysics angd genetics, in
order to interpret the phenomena of 1life at the level of the molecules of
which living cells are composed. The csscntlal ainm of molecular biology is
to discover the basic origins of life, This rescarch will open the.way .to
a wide variety of practical cppiications in vastly differing Tielday in
pathology; Tor. the study, for cxanpie, of virus discases, many congenital
G¢isorders,. cancer, and ti.e action of icnising radiation; in industry; in
agricultqre; etc. The new prospcets which 11 opens up give gddd:reason for
believing that the new impetus given fto this subject could well become one
of the greatest events in the nlstory of modern science, comp%rable,r
perhape, w1tn the renquaole reawakening of interest in phy31cs over the

past few decades.

£ Europe,-which has taken sugc h a leading part in the history of .
biology, could not fail to take a deep interest in molecular biology. The
proof of thls is to be feund in the establishment of mony special-

laboratorleu,rexaines of mLLCW are those in Cambridge and Naples. Two

1nst1tutes have been “et up in Switzerland ditself, ocue in Geneva, the other
5 i : 9 : 9

in Zurlch There w113 bo v*ﬁ a toird in Basle, However, whereas the power—

ful resources WVﬁllable in the United States of America and the huge size

.of that country have enebled it wo «ochieve within its own borders she full

convergence of &ll‘fhe di“ciplinee involved in molecular biology,; the
501ent15ﬁs of onr co“umnon+ have ruaCHQd the r‘onclne:ion that no one
European eountny cans on 1t own, brlne about the necessary ooncentratlon

and assemble on. 1ts own e011'nll The qneeltl gts whose Wlde varlety of

" y

knowledge 1s es ecntlal sk y +he uudv of all thc oaelc noleeular processes

Tnls is why Buropeun sclientists have Worked

together within the Enropean molecu_ﬁr Llole 8Y. Orgenls vtion (EMBO, alse
known under its French 1n113n1 of OFEBM), o prlvute institution and true
301ent1flc aoademy, with its hgauquuruen in Genmeva. Ian the beginning it
obtalned temporary flnan01an asoistance which enabled it to launch a
programme of research or study‘fellowships, courses and professional -
meetings; but, in order to ensure that its work can continue, it has had
to eall for help from the States principally interested in the ‘science’
SWltzerlund answered this call by orgonizing a Preparatory European
Conference on Moleeular Blology, following in the tradition of the many
1nﬁernat10nal meetlngs whlcn it had organlzed in the 19th and 20th

centuries in the pursult of its humanltarlaq ideals.



Besides the General Programme, but still within the framework of
the Conference, some members will be free to work on special projects
financed by themselves. It is possible that the creation of a European
Molecular Biology Laboratory may later be studied as o project of this

kind,.

It will be possible for other Europcan States to adhere to the
Agreement after 1t has come into force, together with States "which have
made a considerable contribution towards the work of EMBO from its
foundation", Furthermore; co-operation (without adherence) nay be
entered into with non-Member States, cither European or non-European,
and with national bodies and govermmentsl or non-governmental inter-

national orgonizations.

Initially the Agreement will remain in force for five years only.
At the end of this time it may be rencwed as it stands or in amended form,
unless it is decided to cease co-operation in molecular blology - a highly
improbable eventuclity. This restriction was introduced into the Agreement
as a compromise to satisfy certain countries which were not yet prepared

to commit themselves for an indefinite period.

The Conference and its General Programme will be financed mainly
by contributions from Member States calculated on the basis of a scale
gimilar to the one used for CERN., It should, however, be pointed out that
at the present stoge the proposed expenditurc is relatively modest. The
cost of the General Programme, according to EMBO's estimates, lies between
maxima of % 606.000 for 1969 and  1.017.000 for 1971, %o which will be

added the expenses involved in holding the Conference itself.

February, 1969,



